SHORT BIOGRAPHY

Ilda Simonian

Vocal Artist - Armenian Music & Heritage

Short Biography

Uwuny bGr jJpumniwdheongtbin - Press & Media

Approx. 150 words

Ilda Simonian is an Armenian-Dutch mezzo-soprano, vocal
coach, educator and artistic leader based in Amsterdam. Born
in Istanbul, her first encounter with Armenian music came
through the liturgical tradition of the Armenian Apostolic
Church. She later sang with the Sayat Nova Choir, the TRT
Polyphonic Youth Choir and the Ruhi Su Dostlar Choir, before
studying opera at the Mimar Sinan State Conservatory. Since
moving to the Netherlands in 1991, she has built an
international career performing Armenian sacred chants,
traditional songs and concert programmes rooted in memory,
longing and heritage. Her albums include izler | 2twnptn |
Traces (2008) and Heritage | dunwtgniphih (2022),
dedicated to songs collected and notated by
Komitas/Gomidas. As founder of Zingze Vocal Studio and
Stichting GRUNG, Simonian combines performance, vocal
coaching, education and cultural leadership to preserve and
share Armenian musical heritage.
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